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Dr. Karthick Balasubramanian is a Scientist at the Agharkar Research Institute, Pune specialized 
in diatom taxonomy and ecology.  He has conducted pioneering work on the taxonomy and 
systematics of India's freshwater diatom flora. He has described three new genera and more than 
100 new species of diatoms. Apart from his classical taxonomic work, he uses fossil diatoms to 
understand climate change. His diatom expertise was also used in archaeology to understand the 
age and environmental conditions of the civilisation. He is one of the biggest proponents of science 
communication in regional languages to reach the less privileged communities. He has published 
over 80 research papers and has contributed to science writing in Tamil for magazines, newspapers, 
and Wikipedia. For his contribution towards diatom systematics, one genus of freshwater diatom 
called Karthickia is named after him. He is the only South Asian editor of DiatomBase, a global-
level database of diatoms worldwide and serves as an Editor for Phytotaxa. 
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Thesis: “Ecology of stream diatom communities in Central Western Ghats.”  
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Dissertation: “Ecology of selected streams and tributaries of Sharavathi River Basin, 
Western Ghats” (Overall score 82.2 %) University Second Rank Holder  
Qualified UGC NET – Environmental Sciences, 2003 
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