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My field of research is plant pathology, which may have nothing to do with phycology! 
However, since I started to work with algae and cyanobacteria, I have found many points of 
interchange and connection between the two sectors of research. In particular, my experience is 
in the management of phytopathogenic fungi in horticulture, and the use of algae and 
cyanobacteria as alternative solutions to synthetic products for plant protection and food safety. I 
started to work with the use of algae and cyanobacteria more than ten years ago, for my master's 
thesis in collaboration with the Banco Espanol de Algas (BEA). As a result of the time spent 
there, a fruitful collaboration began between my research group and the BEA centre in which I 
worked also for a period abroad during my PhD, and last year with a research contract. Working 
for a connection of the two sectors has allowed me to get to know an area of research that I was 
not familiar with, and to exploit phycology in the field of sustainable agriculture. Algae and 
cyanobacteria are mostly known in the human field, for example in medicine and foods, for 
animal feed and to produce biofuels. About plants, it is well-known their biostimulant activity 
but their activity against phytopathogens is not a very deep topic in the literature. I think that this 
kind of research offers a very practical application and solutions to the replacement of synthetic 
products used until now in agriculture, and I hope you find it suitable with the aims of the 
Journal of Phycology. 
 
EDUCATION AND TRAINING  
From October to December 2023: consultancy and training activities at the Banco Español de 
Algas, University of Las Palmas de Gran Canaria (Canary Islands, Spain), under the framework 
of the project Interreg MAC REBECA-CCT for the promotion of the blue biotechnology in the 
Macaronesian Region.  
 
From November 2018 to now: Research fellow at DISTAL, University of Bologna.  
 
2018: PhD degree. Judgement: positive. Thesis title: ‘Effect and mechanism of action of extracts 
from algae and cyanobacteria in the control of fungal plant pathogens’.  
 
2017: PhD visiting student at Banco Español de Algas. Research on the use of polysaccharides 
extracted from algae and cyanobacteria against fungal plant pathogens.  
 
2014: Master's Degree in Agricultural Science and Technology, Curriculum Plant Medicine, 
University of Bologna. Thesis title: Activity of algal and cyanobacterial extracts against 
Podosphaera xanthii on zucchini plant.  
 
2012: scholarship for master's thesis at the Banco Español de Algas. Period: 6 months.  
 
2008: Bachelor's degree in Plant Production Technology, University of Bologna. Thesis title: 
Sensitivity of Ampelomyces quisqualis and Beauveria bassiana to fungicides.  
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