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Research Interests:  
Combining phylogenetic techniques with comparative chloroplast genome data, to study the 

evolutionary relationships of algae/eukaryotic microbes, with a special focus on the 
Euglenophyta. Currently, my work is collaborative and involves identification of new 
species and genera of toxic cyanobacteria using a combination of molecular systematics, 
light microscopy, scanning and transmission electron microscopy. 

 
Society Service:  
I have been a continuous member of the society for over 25 years serving in several capacities: 

as a member of the Bold Award committee (2006-2008), and chair (2007), as a member 
of the grants and fellowship committee (2007-2009) then as chair (2009 to 2012). I co-
hosted the 2010 PSA Annual meeting at Michigan State. Most recently, I served as the 
Treasurer of the society for six years (2013-2018), and as Vice-President (2020), 
President (2021), and Past President (2022). 

 
Candidate’s Statement: 
Having served as treasurer and president I am aware of the finances of and how the society runs. 

I have worked with the past two endowment managers developing an understanding of 
our endowment and investment strategies. I have also worked with the Board of Trustees 
for nine years to set priorities to grow and make awards from our endowment, including 
the plan to eventually take over management of AlgaeBase. 
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