ALOK ARUN

My name is Alok Arun, and I serve as Associate Professor at the Inter American University of
Puerto Rico. At the university’s Institute for Sustainable Biotechnology, with external funds from
agencies such as the National Science Foundation, I have established a laboratory dedicated to
algal genomics studies and other facilities such as a raceway ponds for cultivation of algae in
Puerto Rico. My research interests fall into two areas: understanding the evolution of the
multicellular organisms using algal model systems and developing genomics tools for yellow
green alga Vaucheria to elucidate the development of the siphonous form. In collaboration with
our partners at research-centric institutions, we work on investigating questions that will eventually
help us have a clearer picture of how single-called forms may have evolved into higher complex
organisms with varying degrees of cellular specialization.

Our research is carried out with a strong focus on nurturing the next generation of researchers and
mentoring activities of undergraduate students are a key aspect of my work. Students at various
levels of study work on short- and long-term research projects and gain experience and exposure.
We’ve also laid a strong foundation at our institution for algal literacy in Puerto Rico and efforts
are underway to also educate the community about the often-undermined value of algal resources.
A newly established Interactive Marine Biology Museum at the university has quickly become a
focal point for improving student and public awareness and understanding about marine resources,
particularly algae.

Brief academic background

Alok Arun is currently an Associate Professor in the Department of Science and Technology at the
Barranquitas campus of Inter American University of Puerto Rico, Puerto Rico. He obtained a PhD
in Developmental Biology and Genomics from Pierre and Marie Curie University, France. This
was followed by postdoctoral research at Catholique University of Louvain in Belgium. His
research interests lie in origin and evolution of plants and algae, and in his present position he
utilizes next generation molecular and imaging techniques with the goal of developing scientific
and community resources for blue agriculture in Puerto Rico and beyond. He has been recently
conferred with AAAS Caribbean Division Student Mentorship Award 2024.
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