
What can one do in Seattle? 

 

Everyone knows that Seattle is one of the neatest cities in the US, with excellent music (Alice-

In-Chains, Nirvana, Soundgarden, etc.), literature (Frank Herbert, Rick Steves, etc.) and artistic 

endeavors (much to long to list).  In addition, Seattle boasts a bevy of leisure activities.  Thus, I 

am pleased to present a mere fraction of some of the possibilities in no particular order: 

 

1.  The Seattle Mariners.  The local baseball team shall be hosting three exciting games spanning 

the meeting dates (mariners.mlb.com). 

 

2. Do you like soccer?  The local soccer club (Seattle Sounders, soundersfc.com) has a match on 

the 16th.   

 

3.  Are you a fan of biking?  If you could rent or borrow bikes, there are great bike trails around 

the University of Washington (UW) that lead to interesting sites.  Gasworks Park (the old site of 

electricity production for the city, now abandoned) has monstrous old, well, gasworks! It's also 

got a great little hill with a view over Lake Union with the Seattle Skyline laid out in front of 

you.  Kite flying from the hill is popular, and it's an easy bike ride from the University. 

 

4. Seattle Center (www.seattlecenter.com), where the Bite of Seattle is held on the 15th-16th, has 

several attractions.  Also at Seattle Center are the Pacific Science Center and the Experience 

Music Project (EMP) with its truly unique architecture! 

 

5.  Are you a museum fan?  Well, several great opportunities present themselves: 

- The Burke Museum of Natural History and Culture is on campus 

(washington.edu/burkemuseum) 

 

- The Seattle Art Museum is always an excellent choice (seattleartmuseum.org) 

 

- As is the Seattle Asian Art Museum at Volunteer Park, which also boasts a sweet little 

conservatory (Victorian Greenhouse) nearby (volunteerparkconservatory.org/conservatory) 

 

- The Museum of Flight at Boeing Field is always a great choice (museumofflight.org) 

 

6.  How about an art tour of Seattle? The Fremont neighborhood has signage at its borders saying 

“Welcome to Fremont, the Center of the Universe.”  We have a troll statue, perhaps 30' high, 

holding a VW Beetle in one hand. (A real car!) It's tucked under the Aurora Bridge, where you 

might expect to find a troll.  Fremont also has a statue of Lenin and near the statue is a Soviet 

rocket.  All this is an easy bike ride from the UW.  

 

7. The Seattle waterfront can be entertaining as well. Our Aquarium (www.seattleaquarium.org) 

is on the water, and a short walk from the ferry terminal. The Olympic Sculpture Park is also on 

the water, a bit longer a walk from the Aquarium. 

 

8.  Are you a fan of glass art?  Seattle boasts the Dale Chihuly studio (chihuly.com). 

 



9.  How about the Pike Place Market:  it’s a farmer’s market in the middle of downtown where 

you can experience the joys of flying fish (pikeplacemarket.org). 

 

10.  Lastly, here are three totally touristy tours: 

The underground: http://www.undergroundtour.com/about/index.html 

 

And Duck rides across lake Union: 

http://www.google.com/search?q=Seattle+DUcks&ie=utf-8&oe=utf-

8&aq=t&rls=org.mozilla:en-US:official&client=firefox-a 

 

A visit to Tillicum Village, on Blake Island, including dinner and a “Native-Inspired Show in the 

Tradition of the Coastal Salish tribes:” (tillicumvillage.com). 

 

 

Hopefully you will have a chance to explore some of these opportunities before and after (never 

during the meeting, except for accompanying people, that is) the meeting! 

 

-Dale Casamatta 
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